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Date:  


Dear Parents, 

A very warm welcome to P2/3! We are happy to say that the class has settled in brilliantly and are already letting their wonderful personalities shine!  This letter should give you a brief overview of the work we will be covering this term.
Phonics/Jolly Grammar


We will spend the first term consolidating all initial sounds and practicing reading and writing CVC (consonant, vowel, consonant) words with some of the class. Others will consolidate all diagraphs (double sounds e.g. sh) and will remind themselves of how these work within words. P2 will be introduced to long vowel sounds and P3 will be extending their knowledge of these by looking at alternative combinations for the same sound. [image: image3.jpg]



Reading
We will use a variety of resources to support reading this term. We are very excited to have a new reading scheme with on-line resources too! So your child may have a mixture of books/activities and hopefully, by the end of the term, on-line learning. This term we will develop the comprehension skills of predicting and inferring (making accurate guesses of what will happen) from a story and making connections too. The pupils have also been visualizing (making a photo or movie in their head and sometimes then describing or drawing it) from listening to a poem. 
Numeracy

We will be working on consolidating pupils’ knowledge of numbers and the how the number system works. We want to increase their confidence in counting, recognising, ordering and sequencing numbers through a variety of interactive activities. We will also be learning strategies for adding numbers together and subtracting. P3’s will continue to work on speed and accuracy in their Basic Facts while working through their tests. 
PE Kit


Our Gym day is Thursday and this term we also have PE with Mr Gillies or Mrs Maclean every Tuesday. The PE kits can be kept in school in case of any extra sessions and are easily accessible to the children should you wish them to be taken home for washing. We will send them home at the end of each term too. [image: image4.jpg]



Interdisciplinary Topic
We have chosen a literacy topic for this term – Julia Donaldson and Friends.  These books are the perfect way to bring a vast amount of learning and varied, fun experiences to (and out with) the classroom. We will have a large focus on Literacy, Health and Well-being, Science and Technology and Drama. 
French
We will be using commands in French for some fun games. We will also focus on colours and the weather, again through active learning.
RME

This term we will be finding out about the Christian faith and how it is demonstrated through prayer, worship and special ceremonies. We will read different Bible stories and celebrate Harvest festival.
Music
We are very fortunate to be receiving some music lessons from a teacher trained in the Kodaly method on some Tuesdays. The pupils will be given the opportunity to use their expressive and creative skills in music through lots of activities.
Homework

We plan to send home a homework grid in the hope that you can engage with the tasks in a meaningful way.  We aim to make it as stress-free as possible as we know children take part in lots of valuable extra-curricular activities so when there is a lot on, you could choose a task that involves talking and listening and when there is more time, choose a task that involves writing.  Homework will be issued on a Monday and returned on a Thursday. It will include a range of reading, spelling and numeracy activities. 
Lost Property
Please ensure any clothes, lunch boxes, water bottles, etc. which your child takes to school are clearly labelled in order to avoid any items going missing. It can be time consuming trying to find out whom items belong to especially after changing for gym so your help with naming belongings would be much appreciated.

If you have any concerns or queries please don’t hesitate to come and speak to us or send an email to alison.maclean3@highland.gov.uk  (Monday-Tuesday) or jacqui.barclay@highland.gov.uk (Wednesday, Thursday and Friday)
 Thank you for your continued support,






Alison Maclean and Jacqui Barclay 
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Dates for your diary:
Monday 16th and Tuesday 17th September – In-service days (children off school)
Friday 11th October – October holidays begin. 
Friday 1st November – P2/3 Community Café 
(Letter to follow)
	


 Head Teacher: Mr Scott Callander, Drakies Primary School, Drumossie Avenue, Inverness, IV2 3SG 
Tel: (01463) 236032    Fax: (01463) 236291  
E-Mail:drakies.primary@highland.gov.uk       


